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Welcome to our New Board Members!
Giji John
Giji brings legal and business acumen to the board with a focus on the
work of the Finance & Investment Committee.

Brooke McCarthy
Among the legal expertise she lends the board and its Fund Raising
Committee, Brooke is promoting the foundation’s mission among young
professionals in the community.

Jim Robbins
Because cancer has affected members of his family, Jim is dedicated
to the work of the board and shares his expertise in securities and
investments on the Finance & Investment Committee.

Steve Slezak
Steve brings both organizational and business skills to the board,
providing leadership on the Finance & Investment Committee.

Todd Stevenson
With cancer touching the lives of so many loved ones, Todd is
committed to raising awareness of the foundation and its priority to
help families focus on one another.  He brings design and marketing
expertise, as well as business skills, to the board.

Raymond’s Legacy Lives On
Dr. Schrier often talks about the courage of his

patient, Raymond Wentz, and the wonderful spirit
the young man possessed.  When Ray was hospi-
talized in the fall of 2001, Dr. Schrier thought he
could bring him a little joy, so he and his family
brought pumpkins and other Halloween treats to
Raymond’s hospital room for an impromptu party.
“Every day after that, Raymond thanked me,” Dr.
Schrier recalls.

Such simply joys are what the foundation is all
about.  The Raymond Wentz Foundation brought a
little fun to pediatric cancer patients at Children’s
Hospital in October.  Uniquely-decorated witch’s hats
filled with Jolly Rancher candies – Raymond’s favorite
– and other treats of the season were a huge hit.  The
hats were decorated by children who attended a
Wicked Good Party for a Wicked Good Cause.
“To see how happy it made them was really great,”
said Cassandra Battaglia, who also made get well
cards with the kids from the Wicked event. 

~ HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS ~

A Wicked Good Party for 
a Wicked Good Cause

Any witch knows the ingredients for a Halloween-
time ‘party with purpose’ – mix a community of people
dedicated to helping cancer patients in need with the
Broadway hit, Wicked, and the cauldron will be
bubbling over with a Wicked Good Party for a
Wicked Good Cause!. The event raised awareness
for the work of the foundation and its expansion to
include pediatric cancer patients in need.  Board President Dr.
Meg Lemon welcomed more than 200 friends and their children
October 8th prior to the show at the Denver Center for
Performing Arts.  Testimonials from patients who had received

support were highlighted in a video
by Denise and Michael Cetta. To
view the video, visit our website.

Thanks to the following Tony
Sponsors who generously provided
the underwriting for the family
friendly reception: 

- Peter and Rhondda Grant
- Robert and Lisa Kessler
- David and Brenda Schrier
- Robert and Barbara Schrier

To all who supported this event
with your interest and contributions,
thank you.  Your generosity makes
all the difference to those in need.

Adopt a Family
The Raymond Wentz Foundation

invites you to adopt a family this holi-
day season that is facing cancer.
With poverty levels increasing
statewide, the number of applications
for assistance has almost doubled.  

We need your help to provide for
these patients’ basic needs.  A diag-

nosis and subsequent treatment can force already low-income,
uninsured, or underinsured patients to miss work, creating an
inability for them to keep up with their rent and grocery bills.  They
face not only the horrendous challenge of cancer, but also the
financial insecurity associated with being sick.  

Please help provide support for a family that is struggling with the
demands of cancer treatment this holiday season.  You can make a
gift online by visiting our website at www.raymondwentz.org and
clicking on DONATE. With your gift, no Coloradan suffering from
cancer will have to go without support.

Oktoberfest at Incredible
The Raymond Wentz Foundation wants to thank its

friends at Incredible Wine & Spirits for donating a
portion of their proceeds from their 1st annual
Oktoberfest event.  Through partnership we are
reaching more cancer patients in need! 

Volunteers Needed
If you are interested or can recommend someone for
the following opportunities, please email Darla Dakin
at ddakin@raymondwentz.org or call 720-238-5401.

Board Member: The Raymond Wentz Foundation is
seeking a board member with a financial or account-
ing background; CPA preferred.  As treasurer, this
board member’s job will be to provide financial guid-
ance to the organization and to maintain accurate
financial records.  If you are interested or can recom-
mend someone, please contact us. 

Ticketing Coordinator and/or Sales: To facilitate
ticket sales for the upcoming For the Love of Raymond
wine tasting event, the foundation needs individuals
who are interested in promoting groups or teams who
will qualify for a discounted ticket price.  Please let us
know if you will reach out to your network and/or if
you’d like to coordinate the committee of volunteers.   

Auction Solicitation: For the Love of Raymond can
use many volunteers to help secure items for the silent
auction.  If you have an item or want to serve on the
committee to help bring in many items, let us know!

The Belz
Family

The Winterrowds and Cettas

Brooke McCarthy and Friends

Make a donation to the Raymond Wentz

Foundation and Sampson will match your 

donation dollar for dollar up to $1,000 on the

purchase of select 2010 model Sampson bicycles!

- Give a huge boost to those in severe hardship 
physically and financially! 

- Get the full applicable tax benefit from your deduction.
- Sampson will match up to $1,000 of your donation 

with a matching discount on any new 2010 model 
Sampson bike that has a retail over $4,000! 

Sampson Sports, Inc.
www.sampsonsports.com

1435 S Holly St  |  Denver, CO 80222-3509
(303) 691-5650

All donations and bike orders must be made before 12/31/09. 
Only 75 bikes are available under this matching program, so don’t delay!
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To begin, I have to tell you how my
husband Henry and I got involved with The
Raymond Wentz Foundation. It is probably
similar to how many of you came to be
involved - someone in our lives was affected
by cancer. For us, it was not only someone in
our lives, but someone who was our lives –
our daughter, Willa. 

Our Willa was diagnosed with an intracra-
nial rhabdomyosarcoma in June of 2007 and
we lost her a little over a year later on June
25, 2008. Her fourth birthday would have
been July 5. She was full of sparkle and life
up until her last days. We have found solace and meaning in our loss
through working with The Raymond Wentz Foundation. Raymond’s
own story is both compelling and powerful, and his legacy is the
inspiration for the foundation and the hundreds of people whose
journey with cancer has been eased through the foundation’s help. 

After Willa was diagnosed with her tumor, she had to undergo 10
weeks of radiation treatments (which in a three-year-old meant daily
anesthesia) and 48 weeks of chemotherapy. Her prognosis was
favorable from the outset and over the course of her treatment, she
thrived. She went to school, music class, had playdates, and outings.
She had a vivid imagination and inner calm that radiated grace to
all who met her. It was not until her end-of-treatment scans became
available when all, especially her oncology team, were stunned to
find that her cancer had spread to her lungs. A cure was impossible. 

At this point, we decided against further therapy and opted for a
trip to Disney World (where she met the princesses, a dream come
true), a family vacation with all of her cousins, and a hero party to
mark the end of her chemotherapy. (We had planned this in advance
but it took on a whole new dimension with our devastating news.)
Willa enjoyed each day, but as her world grew smaller, she pre-
ferred quiet time up on our third floor to going out or seeing people.
And while I cannot believe we will ever be so unfortunate, we
appreciated what we had. Not only those precious last days with
Willa, but the freedom to be fully present in each moment. 

When Willa was diagnosed, I immediately took a leave from my
position and Henry arranged a leave from his work as well. I stayed
at home throughout the year. While Henry went back for a brief time,
he was able to once again take time off when we learned of Willa’s
advancing disease. Our budget was not strained by the
$400/month co-pays for all of the clinic visits. But there were many
children at the clinic whose parents were not able to take time off

work and who struggled to make co-pays. We
grew close with a family at the clinic who lost
their lease as their son was dying of a medul-
loblastoma. They were packing up their home
during the last weeks of their child’s life. They
had no choice and no options.  

And this is why we have become involved
with The Raymond Wentz Foundation. It has
given us meaning to know that we can
unburden someone else, today, and provide
hope to those who are struggling. Through
our work with the foundation, we want to help
all Coloradans who face cancer and are

dealing with financial struggles. And we are so pleased to announce
that because of a million dollar challenge gift from an anonymous
donor, the support of the Wentz Foundation now extends to children
and their families, as well as adult cancer patients.  We could think
of no better way to honor Willa than to try to give others the hope
and support that carried us through. 

We challenge you to join us in this important journey by sending a
gift today to raise $1,000,000 for Colorado cancer patients in need.
Thank you! 

H e l p i n g  C o l o r a d o  c a n c e r  p a t i e n t s  i n  n e e d .

DUEMBA
Thank you to the outstanding group of Denver

University students who have been assisting The
Raymond Wentz Foundation.  As part of a social capital

project, the students have
lent their occupational
expertise to assist at
fundraising events and to
formulate technical and
marketing recommendations,
as well as sharing the mission
within their personal networks
which has attracted new
donors and board members.
The six University of Denver

Executive MBA students will be completing their project in
March, but their support and friendship will continue.  

Please save Thursday, May 20th, 2010, to join us For the 
Love of Raymond fine wine tasting on the DU campus. 

See the EVENTS section of our website for more details, 
www.raymondwentz.org

In A Few Words …
Ladies and Gentlemen:

My name is Lisa and recently your foundation sent my family
$700 towards our rent and utilities.  I’d like to say THANK YOU
from us all.  Your assistance is so greatly appreciated and needed.
God Bless You all for all your hard work, sacrifice and compassion.
If I can help somehow, whether it is volunteering or (another) way, I’ll
pay it forward. 
- Lisa 

After my husband was diagnosed we became
so frustrated with the healthcare system.
There is not much help for working
Americans who want to pay their bills.
Thanks to The Raymond Wentz Foundation,
we were given some hope.  Andrew is
doing well 6 months later for which we are grateful.  
- Mardelle

Andrew and Mardelle

Save the Date!
You won’t want to miss the Wentz Foundation’s signature, annual
event For the Love of Raymond. Please plan to join us May 20th
to enjoy fine wines and cuisine from around the world.  In its 7th
year, For the Love of Raymond promises to be another fabulous
evening to benefit Colorado cancer patients in need.  Thanks to
the Daniels College of Business, a wonderful location has been
donated at the University of Denver’s School of Hotel Restaurant
and Tourism Management, just off 1-25 and University. Our
generous wine sponsors Incredible Wine & Spirits and Colorado
Wine Merchants will have sommeliers pouring for us and there’ll
be tempting auction items to keep this world class affair on a
lively note.  Volunteers are needed as plans get under way, so
please let us know if you’re interested in helping to secure corpo-
rate sponsors and auction items at ddakin@raymondwentz.org.  

Meanwhile, set aside the date and start gathering a group of
friends now for this not-to-be-missed signature event! 

To order tickets now, please go to our website at 
www.raymondwentz.org and click on EVENTS. 

Our website has a new look!  Check it out at www.raymondwentz.org

Million Dollar Challenge 
by Stacy Fischer, M.D., Board of Directors

L to R: Chris Deel, Daniel
Maes, Kim Hoeksema,
Harish Rajagopal, Kristine
Strain, Corey Foreman 
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